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Headline Performance  

Headline Performance:  Border CrosSing 

Ahmed Fernando Anzaldúa El Samkary, Artistic Director 

Friday, January 13, 8:00 p.m., Lawrence University Memorial Chapel 

Border CrosSing is an award-winning Minnesota-based arts non-profit.  Our 
mission-driven work includes our historic 2019 performance of Osvaldo Golijov’s 
“la Pasión según San Marcos” with the Minnesota Orchestra, named as one of the 
year’s best concerts by the Star Tribune; our sheet music editions and publica-
tions on Graphite; and the publication of ouro first studio album with Bridge Rec-
ords in April 2022 that celebrates BIPOC composers across the Americas.  Our 
programming gained international attention when we became recipients of the 
2020 ASCAP Award for Adventurous Programming, awarded by Chorus America. 
 
Ahmed Fernando Anzaldúa El Samkary is a Mexican conductor and pianist of 
Egyptian descent. Early in his career, he was awarded the first prize at the Maria 
Clara Cullel International Piano Competition. He’s since then avoided participat-
ing in competitions in favor of championing the works of new composers and ex-
ploring his musical heritage. Ahmed is a recognized authority in Latin American 
and Spanish music, particularly the compositions of Federico Mompou and Mi-
guel Bernal Jiménez. He regularly collaborates with composers to premiere new 
works, including Helmut Lachenmann, Paul Lansky, and Arturo Marquez. His 
most recent recordings include Carteles, recorded for FMM, and Contemplating 
Weather, on Bridge Records. Ahmed holds Master’s degrees in Piano Perfor-
mance and Choral Conducting from Western Michigan University, where he 
taught before moving to Minnesota, and carried out postgraduate work at the 
Queen Sofia College of Music in Madrid, Spain. He received a doctorate in Music 
Conducting at the University of Minnesota, under the mentorship of Kathy 
Romey. Apart from his work with Border CrosSing, he is co-editor of the Justice 
Choir Songbook and is Director of Music Ministries at Unity Church – Unitarian 
in St. Paul, Minnesota. 
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Inviting Young Singers:  Creating Skills, Musicianship and  
Community in Group Singing 

Cheryl Meyer, Presenter 

Friday, January 13, 9:10-9:55 a.m., Paper Valley Empire Room 
 
Beginning with the first music class, elementary vocal music teachers lay the 
foundation for group singing at all levels.  In a safe environment, choir participa-
tion extends and refines skills and nourishes the love of choral singing.   
Resources and suggestions for choir teacher-conductors and their students will be 
shared in this session. 
 

Cheryl Meyer was a vocal-general music specialist in  
Illinois and Wisconsin before retiring from the Appleton 
Area School District, where she served as a cooperating 
teacher for pre-service educators, and as a mentor to initial 
educators.  As a teacher-conductor with the Lawrence  
Community Girl Choir Program, she led various choirs with 
singers from third through eighth grade.  Cheryl has also 
conducted vocal and handbell choirs at several Fox Valley 
churches.  A recipient of the WCDA Morris D. Hayes award, 
she has served WCDA as a Singing in Wisconsin Youth 
Choir conductor, Children’s Repertoire and Resources 
Chair, co-chair of the state convention Youth Choir, and 
presented sessions and choirs at state conventions and  
other WCDA events.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Singing Through Change: Female Voice in Midlife 

Joanne Bozeman, Presenter 

Friday, January 13, 11:30 a.m. -12:15 p.m., Paper Valley Empire Room 
 
Of the many millions of people who sing with community and church choirs, well 
over half are women. Most of these women, in midlife, will encounter the  
menopause transition, a multi-year process that in a number of singers causes 
voice changes. This session will help choral directors understand the  
psycho-social context of midlife, the shifting hormonal landscape of the  
menopause transition, and its potential effects on the singing voice. Choral  
singing offers women the opportunity to maintain vocal comfort and fitness 
through and beyond midlife, when choral conductors support them in adapting to 
changing voice conditions. 
 

A graduate of the University of Arizona, Joanne Bozeman 
has been a singing teacher for 48 years.  For 26 of these years, 
she was a faculty member at Lawrence University’s  
Conservatory of Music, where she taught singing and a  
number of voice and music education courses.  In addition to 
her career as a voice teacher, Joanne was an actively  
performing soprano as well as a coach with the Lawrence 
Community Music School Girl Choir. Inspired by her long-
standing interest in voice health and the relationship of  
hormones with voice throughout the female lifespan, Joanne 
co-authored the book, Singing Through Change: Women’s 
Voices in Midlife, Menopause, and Beyond, released in 2020. 

She is a frequent presenter on the subject of female voice and hormones for many 
organizations including the National Association of Teachers of Singing (NATS), 
the International Congress of Voice Teachers, the British Voice Association, and 
the Pan American Vocology Association. Retired from academia and professional 
singing, Joanne continues to be engaged with the voice community as a teacher 
and  
researcher.  

Interest Sessions  
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Into the Muddle: Opening the High School Choir Room 

Luke Hrovat-Staedter, Madison East High School 
Friday, January 13, 3:40-4:30 p.m., St. Mary’s Community Room 
 
This session is for choral educators interested in alternative options to the  
traditional concert cycle-style of large ensemble classrooms.This presentation  
details a high school choir program's excursion into participatory action research, 
activism, and student voice in the secondary choir classroom. We will talk 
through the implementation of musical project-based action research, the lessons 
learned, and the implications for the choral space moving forward. 
 

Luke Hrovat-Staedter has spent 9 years teaching second-
ary music in Madison, WI where he currently teaches choir, 
hip hop studies, and piano at Madison East High School.             
Additionally, he has experience as a vocalist and keyboardist 
in a variety of different musical worlds. Luke received both of 
his degrees from UW-Madison (BM & MM in Music Educa-
tion) where he developed special interest in the expanding            
possibilities both within and in-addition-to the traditional 
Big 3 school music ensembles, specifically around the       
pedagogical lenses of Hip Hop Pedagogy and Youth Partici-
patory Action Research.  

 

Performance Practice: A Linguistic Approach  to Dialect for African 
American Spirituals  
Dr. Felicia Barber, Yale University 

Saturday, January 14, 8:35-9:30 a.m., Lawrence University Harper Hall 
 
The interpretation of a piece of music is dependent on a number of factors, which 
may include its melody, harmony, and rhythm. However, in the area of choral 
music, it is the text that serves as a defining characteristic. The pronunciation and 
interpretation of a text is key to understanding its meaning, as well as cultural 
interpretation. One of the most persistent problems found in the performance 
practice of African American Spirituals is its dialect. This presentation will review 
the history of the languages and dialects that developed out of the African  
Diaspora; discover how to apply the chief phonological features found; and  
instruct teachers on how to employ these findings, using the International  
Phonetic Alphabet, to enhance the performance practice of spirituals.  
 

At the Yale School of Music and Yale Institute of Sacred 
Music, Felicia Barber serves as Associate Professor, 
Adjunct, of Choral Conducting and conducts the Yale 
Camerata. In addition to teaching graduate-level choral 
conductors and aspiring undergraduate conductors,   
Barber is developing a new initiative designed to prepare 
Yale students to work with young musicians on choral 
music in school and church settings. 

Dr. Barber's research interests include effective teaching 
strategies, fostering classroom diversity and  
incorporating equity and justice initiatives in choral  
curricula, and the linguistic performance practice of  

African American spirituals, has contributed to such periodicals as the American 
Choral Directors Association’s Choral Journal and is the author of A New  
Perspective for the Use of Dialect in African American Spirituals: History,  
Context, and Linguistics (Rowman & Littlefield, 2021). She has given clinics and 
presentations on topics related to diversity in choral music and implicit bias in 
classical music, among other areas, at institutions across the United States, and in 
2021 delivered a lecture at Yale titled “Performance Practice: A Linguistic  
Approach to Dialect Found in Spirituals.” 
 
Dr. Barber holds a B.M. in Vocal Performance from Oral Roberts University, an 
M.M. in Music Education from Mansfield University, and a Ph.D. in Choral Music 
Education and Choral Conducting from The Florida State University. 

Interest Sessions  
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HEADLINER 
 
 
Border CrosSing 

Border CrosSing 

Saturday, January 14, 9:40-10:40 a.m., Lawrence University Harper Hall 
 
Founded in 2017, Border CrosSing envisions a fundamental change in  
classical music culture, so that every concert, every audience, and the artists on 
stage truly reflect the cultural reality in which we live. Our work provides  
opportunities for people from different communities to understand each other 
in new ways through our multi-lingual Puentes concert series, educational  
programs in schools, and collaborations with Minnesota’s most important  
cultural organizations, including The Schubert Club and Minnesota Orchestra. 
 

 

Ahmed Fernando Anzaldúa El Samkary is a Mexican conductor and     
pianist of Egyptian descent. Early in his career, he was awarded the first prize at 
the Maria Clara Cullel International Piano Competition. He’s since then avoided 
participating in competitions in favor of championing the works of new         
composers and exploring his musical heritage. Ahmed is a recognized authority 
in Latin American and Spanish music, particularly the compositions of Federico 
Mompou and Miguel Bernal Jiménez. He regularly collaborates with composers 
to premiere new works, including Helmut Lachenmann, Paul Lansky, and      
Arturo Marquez. His most recent recordings include Carteles, recorded for 
FMM, and Contemplating Weather, on Bridge Records. Ahmed holds Master’s 
degrees in Piano Performance and Choral Conducting from Western Michigan 
University, where he taught before moving to Minnesota, and carried out      
postgraduate work at the Queen Sofia College of Music in Madrid, Spain. He 
received a doctorate in Music Conducting at the University of Minnesota, under 
the mentorship of Kathy Romey. Apart from his work with Border CrosSing, he 
is co-editor of the Justice Choir Songbook and is Director of Music Ministries at 
Unity Church – Unitarian in St. Paul, Minnesota.  

CONFERENCE VENUES 
 

Hilton Appleton Paper Valley Hotel (333 W. College Ave, Appleton, WI 54911) 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church (312 S. State Street, Appleton, WI 54911) 
Lawrence University Music-Drama Center (Chapel / Harper Hall)  
(510 E. College Ave, Appleton, WI 54911) 
Lawrence University Warch Campus Center  
(711 E. Boldt Way, Appleton, WI 54911) 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Hilton+Appleton+Paper+Valley/@44.2614261,-88.4116909,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8803b7cfbc3f7251:0x4259afcc9d99cb98!8m2!3d44.2614261!4d-88.4095022
https://www.google.com/maps/place/St.+Mary's+Catholic+Church/@44.2592545,-88.4155126,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8803b739a156d955:0x90c4e1ccc1559076!8m2!3d44.2592545!4d-88.4135137
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Lawrence+Memorial+Chapel/@44.2623924,-88.4013256,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8803b0ccf7d7c675:0xff49fe8febf43481!8m2!3d44.2625436!4d-88.3991358
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Warch+Campus+Center/@44.2600954,-88.399449,17z/data=!4m9!1m2!2m1!1slarwence+univeristy+campus+center!3m5!1s0x8803b0c94f5e8aa3:0x3f4196672831b51c!8m2!3d44.2598555!4d-88.3965572!15sCiFsYXJ3ZW5jZSB1bml2ZXJpc3R5IGNhbXB1cyBjZW50ZX
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 CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 
 

Registration 

Friday, January 14: 8:00 AM        Paper Valley | Near the Pool Dome 

Saturday, January 15: 8:00 AM      Lawrence University Conservatory | 
                        Hallway near 163 
 

Thursday, January 12 

5:00-7:00 PM  Conducting Competition      Appleton West High School 
6:30-9:30 PM  WCDA Board Meeting        Paper Valley Hickory Room 
 
 

Friday, January 13 

8:00 AM Registration Opens        Paper Valley | Near the Pool Dome 

9:00-9:10 Welcome & All-Conference Sing #1    
                          Paper Valley | Lawrence Room 

Link to Interest Session Descriptions 

9:10-9:55 Interest Session            Paper Valley | Lawrence Room 
Inviting Young Singers: Creating Skills, Musicianship and Community in 
Group Singing 

Cheryl Meyer, Presenter 
 

9:55-10:00 All Conference Sing #2      Paper Valley | Lawrence Room 
 

10:15-11:15 Reading Session sponsored by Heid Music  
                          Paper Valley | Lawrence Room 
 

11:30-12:15 Interest Session         Paper Valley | Lawrence Room 

Singing Through Change: Female Voice in Midlife 

Joanne Bozeman, Presenter 
 

12:15-12:20 All Conference Sing #3     Paper Valley | Lawrence Room 
 
 

12:30-1:30                     Lunch Paper Valley | Salon B 

All are encouraged to bring a bag lunch with them on Friday so that we can 
spend this meal-time connecting with one another and reflecting on repertoire 
and resources with our colleagues. 
 

1:30 Travel to St. Mary's Catholic Church 
 

2:00-2:05 All Conference Sing #4             St. Mary's | Sanctuary 
 

2:05-3:30 Concert Session #1               St. Mary's | Sanctuary 
Oshkosh North Chorale | Bridget Duffy-Ulrich, Director 
Appleton North HS Varsity Bass Choir | Luke Aumann, Director 
Milwaukee High School of the Arts | Raymond Roberts, Director 
 

3:40-4:30 Interest Session            St. Mary’s | Community Room 
Into the Muddle: Opening the High School Choir Room       
Luke Hrovat-Staedler, Presenter 
 

4:45-5:15 Concert Session #2               St. Mary's | Sanctuary 

Collegiate All-State Choir Performance | Dr. Felicia Barber, Conductor 
 

5:15-5:20 All Conference Sing #5             St. Mary's | Sanctuary 
 

5:20-7:45 Dinner (on own) and travel to Lawrence Chapel  
There is parking available in lots behind and next to the Chapel as well as on the 
street. 
 

7:45-8:00 WCDA Welcome and Announcements     Lawrence | Chapel 
 

8:00-10:00 Headline Performance – Border CrosSing  Lawrence | Chapel  

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1i0E9d7Ya-OCXp3DErPg2DkoY5r3J_QGgnPDnLZ7kGNI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1i0E9d7Ya-OCXp3DErPg2DkoY5r3J_QGgnPDnLZ7kGNI/edit?usp=sharing


THE VOICE  
2023 Winter Conference Issue  

 CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 
 

Saturday, January 14 
 

8:00AM Children's All-State Choir Registration & Rehearsals  
                                St. Mary's | Sanctuary 
   
 

8:00AM WCDA Saturday registration    Lawrence University Conservatory 
                                   Hallway near 163 
 

8:30-8:35 All Conference Sing #6             Lawrence | Harper Hall 
 

Link to Interest Session Descriptions  

8:35-9:30 Interest Session                  Lawrence | Harper Hall 
Performance Practice:  A Linguistic Approach to Dialect for African  
American Spirituals 

Dr. Felicia Barber, Yale University 
 

9:30-9:35 All Conference Sing #7              Lawrence | Harper Hall 
 

9:40-10:40 Interest Session                 Lawrence | Harper Hall 
                                    Border CrosSing 

10:50-12:10 Concert Session #3                Lawrence | Chapel 
 Door County Show Choir | Bonita L. Weydt, Director 
 Milwaukee Choristers | James B. Kinchen Jr., Director 
 UW-Eau Claire Women’s Concert Chorale | Frank Watkins, Director 
 

12:30-2:00 WCDA Luncheon    Lawrence Warch Center | Somerset Room 

WCDA State Meeting and Report 
Awards 

                        All Conference Sing #8 
 

2:00-2:30 Concert Session #4    Lawrence Warch Center | Somerset Room 

All-State Vocal Jazz Performance | Kerry Marsh, Conductor 
 

2:30-2:45 Conference Wrap Up Lawrence Warch Center | Somerset Room 
 

3:30 House Opens                        Lawrence | Chapel 
 

4:00-6:30 Wisconsin Choral Directors Association All-State Choir Concerts 
 

4:00-4:30 – High School Treble Clef All-State Choir 
Mollie Stone, Conductor 
 

4:40-5:10 – Middle Level All-State Choir 
G. Phillip Shoultz, III, Conductor 
 

5:20-5:50 – High School All-State Bass Clef Choir  
Lauren Fowler-Calisto, Conductor 
 

6:00-6:30 – Children’s All-State Choir  
Diane Skrobis, Conductor 

  

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1i0E9d7Ya-OCXp3DErPg2DkoY5r3J_QGgnPDnLZ7kGNI/edit?usp=sharing
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Mark your calendars for July 18th- 20th as our Refresh! portion of our 
2023 Summer Conference is coming back to Carroll University in 
Waukesha, WI!  
 

This year we are looking forward to: 

• A casual and productive professional development experience rooted 
in collaboration, community, and connection with your colleagues from 
around Wisconsin (and beyond). 

• Learning and growing from Dr. Derrick Fox from the University of Ne-
braska-Omaha, who will be the keynote speaker this summer. 

• A *NEW* housing option that allows attendees to stay onsite during the 
Refresh! portion of the conference.  

• A new opportunity to reduce the cost of attendance: any director that 
has a student register for the Next Direction portion of the conference 
will receive $15.00 off of their registration for each student (up to 5 stu-
dents) 

 

Cost: 
Early Bird Registration Regular Registration 

$85.00 (non-housing option) $100.00 (non-housing option) 
$185.00 (housing option) $200.00 (housing option) 
 

*Registration opens January 2nd and can be done at 
www.wischoral.org 
 

We are currently seeking summer conference presenters. If you or a col-
league might be interested in sharing your expertise at Refresh! this sum-
mer, please complete this very short NOMINATION FORM and let us know! 
 

Any questions may be directed to refresh@wischoral.org.  

http://www.wischoral.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScF86JODEs579qrlGL8B8VhU0QxVVVJuzVjP8AfTWiXlVEITQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
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